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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, October 13, 2021, 
called to order at 7:31 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal       
     Absent:   None 
 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to approve the City Council Agenda for October 
13, 2021, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda as submitted. 
 

A. September 22, 2021, Regular Meeting Minutes 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12188-12190, DD4351-4387, EFT1601-

1609, STUB 151; and A/P check #’s 51567-51622, EFT & ACH 2496-2519; 
TOTALING: $496,248.39. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police reports for September 2021 
 
 Yes: All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
There were no reports. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Feather Buchanan asked how citizens can use the Community Center for card/game night.   
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Julie Kohr thought the agenda would have discussion for holding City Council and Planning 
Commission meetings on zoom as well as in-person with the colder weather months.  She asked 
when this will happen.  She also feels a sign should be posted regarding CDC recommendations 
to mask up if not vaccinated.   
 
Mary Lewis thanked the city for getting signs back up on the public walkways.  She appreciates 
it and they look great.  She shared she still sees the pigs at Sylvan Table and asked why they 
haven’t been removed.  She did acknowledge the chickens have been removed. 
 
Nancy Waters agreed with Kohr for holding zoom meetings during the winter months.  She 
stated she is vaccinated and wears a mask, and she is not sure why the city is not and feels signs 
should be posted regarding this.  
 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin addressed citizens using the Community Center.  He stated this is what the center is for 
and asked Buchanan to call or email him to discuss it. 
 
Martin informed everyone the pigs were scheduled long ago, to go to the slaughter house.  There 
is a truck and trailer issue involved and he spoke with the owner yesterday.  They call every 
Saturday to get the date moved up, but they have no openings.  The original schedule is before 
the end of October.   
 
Martin stated the televising meetings will be a study session agenda item to discuss.  Michigan 
has no mask mandates on what you have to do, and any sign would not be enforceable.   
 
Martin shared the city is in transition from one busy time of year to another.  We’re trying to get 
our outdoor work finished up before the weather changes and get our equipment ready for winter 
soon.  He recapped, we had the fall HHW collection, pumpkin patch, and another blood drive.  
All were very successful.  The blood drive there were 42 units collected potentially saving 126 
lives.  Martin thanked Midge Davidson and Liz Zubrzycki who were instrumental in making this 
happen, and he knows there were several others.  Thank you for all of your work. 
 
Events coming – this Sunday, October 17th, Petey’s donuts food truck from 9am-1pm, leaf 
collection begins the 18th – and Martin stressed again that there will always be issues with leaf 
collection so if residents are able, you are encouraged to put your leaves in bags for collection.  
The annual Haunted Trail is the 23rd.  It is another great event hosted by our Parks and Rec and 
Trick or treat on the 31st from 6 to 7.  We usually get a little grief from people when we specify a 
time.  It’s either too long, or not long enough.  Martin is sure residents are all aware that you can 
give out candy as long or short a time as you want.  Just turn your porch light off when you’re 
done.  November 2 will be the Planning Commission open house for the Master Plan.  At the last 
Planning Commission meeting, comments were made about reviewing housing density in the 
city, potential redevelopment areas along Orchard Lake Road, more affordable housing, potential 
uses for the vacant school property, etc.   There will be more newsbytes on this as the date gets 
closer.  It is vital that residents participate in the discussion.  As of now, we will not hold an 



City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

October 13, 2021 

 3 
 

election until August of 2022. 
       PR-002-21 
The Community Garden that has been discussed over the past several months will begin to take 
shape this fall.  He is very excited for the potential this has.  It will take effort from a lot of 
people and require a lot of participation in the gardens to keep it going.  Thank you to Jon Farms 
for following through on a vision.  We’ll keep you posted on progress and how it will work. 
       S-010-21 
Orchard Lake Road resurfacing - At our last meeting, we talked about the road diet study from 
Middlebelt to Commerce road.  Residents likely received something from the Road Commission 
regarding this, but the Road Commission is going to be resurfacing Orchard Lake Road from 
Middlebelt to Old Telegraph and widening it to add a center turn lane.  Along with paving they 
will upgrade some storm sewers, pedestrian crossings and the traffic signals at Inverness and 
Pontiac Drive.  They’ll also remove the small median at Pontiac Drive.  They plan on beginning 
the utility work during the winter and spring, and the road construction will start next summer.  
They will have one lane open each way during construction.  So it will be a little bit of a mess 
with traffic.   
 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Segal shared the blood drive has had 123 donors in the last three drives. Each increasing, with 17 
new donors.  Segal loves seeing the Halloween witches on their paddleboards on the lake.    
Segal shared the Ferndale Park Players(12 yrs. old and younger) put on the “Wizard of Oz.” 
 
Zubrzycki encouraged opening the Community Center to play cards.  He shared the Parks & Rec 
hold an annual euchre tournament each year.  Zubrzycki thanked Jan Hays for the pumpkin 
patch.  He misses the chili and hot dogs.  The Blood drive is great.  The Red Cross worked them 
trying to fill the open appointments and accommodated the last-minute show ups without 
appointments, so everyone was able to donate.   
 
Salemi noticed the speed/radar signs and he is enjoying watching people slow down.  He thanked 
Martin for them.   
 
Cowper agreed the speed signs are good.  He stated the November 2nd open house for the Master 
Plan is very important.  He asked residents to come to learn, listen and given their thoughts.  
Invite your neighbors too.  Cowper shared he also asked Martin about the pigs still being at 
Sylvan Table.  He shared the city is pretty tolerant and gave the example of if a fence has to be 
removed they are given time to do so.  Cowper thanked Dryden for providing documents to 
Council. 
 
Clarke thanked Jan Hays for the pumpkin patch and volunteers who worked the blood drive.  He 
did notice the trail work going on and appreciates it.  He is looking forward to a successful leaf 
season.  Petey’s donuts is Sunday, and the haunted trail starts at 5 p.m. on the 23rd and a lot of 
fun.  Contact the Parks & Rec to help out.  Clarke saw a bobcat moving dirt by James K.  He is 
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happy to see this, and he is sure the James K residents are too.  He encouraged residents to 
provide their input at the open house for the Master Plan.   
 
Zubrzycki added he is in favor of having zoom meetings for the winter months, but informed 
everyone the meeting is on cable TV, Comcast channel 15 and AT&T channel 99. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
A.  GWBCCC 2021 Budget  C3-001-21    

 
Dave Albery stated the requested 2022 Budget is $635,349.  West Bloomfield Twp has already 
approved it.   
 
Cowper thanked Albery for all their work.  He asked about the declining cable viewers and how 
steep it will be in the next year or two.  Albery replied it is not as steep as he thought it would be, 
but it is going to happen.  He did share City Council meetings are Live on Comcast channel 15 
and AT&T channel 99.  They are on demand the next day at 1:00 p.m. and residents can also 
watch on their TV through YouTube.  They are unable to Live with YouTube.  
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the Greater West Bloomfield Cable 
Communications Commission Budget for 2022 as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki 
 No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
  
B.  2021-2022 Winter Maintenance Agreement with the RCOC CA-006-21 

 
Martin explained this annual agreement with the Road Commission for Oakland County pays the 
city for us to provide winter maintenance on the section of Pontiac Drive, from our corporate 
limits to Orchard Lake Road.  It is about a 2% increase over last year’s agreement.  
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to approve the Winter Maintenance Agreement with 
the Road Commission for Oakland county for the 2021/22 winter season. 
 
 Yes:  Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
 No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
C.  Resolution Supporting Orchard Lake Road Improvement R2-010-21 S-011-21 

 
 
. 
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Clarke explained this resolution supports the 4-lane unbalanced option for Orchard Lake Road.  
It stated that although this was not the city’s first choice, City Council acknowledges this is a 
good, safe option.  
 

Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the resolution supporting the Orchard 
Lake Road Improvements proposed by the Road Commission for Oakland County. 

 
 Yes:  Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
  
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


